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PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION

I~ the Author’s Note to the first edition Professor Robinson wrote
that there was ‘a need for something of an elementary nature
which should be of value to the student who takes up Syriac for
the first time. A book of paradigms and exercises is especially de-
sirable in the case of those who have had no previous experience
of Semitic languages . . . it is designed as an ingroduction, and an
introduction only.’ The steady demand for the grammar since then -
has shown that the need remains and that this grammar has gone
some way to meet it. The printing of a new edition has given the
opportunity of expanding the grammar slightly, chiefly by adding’
some explanatory notes and ong or two further rules of syntax,
and of providing more help to pronunciation by printing diacritic
points more fully throughout. It remains an introduction only,
and the more advanced student will still need to refer to larger
grammars such as Noldeke’s Kurzgefafite syrische Grammatik
(of which there is an English translation by J. A. Crichton) or
Duval’s Traité de grammaire syriaque.

The editor acknowledges the debt he himself owes to Robinson’s
Syriac Grammar from which he first learnt Syriac, and also to his
own students of recent years who have been through the grammar
with him. It is also a pleasure to acknowledge the extreme care
shown by the printers and proof readers at the Clarendon Press.

L. H. BROCKINGTON



03
108

11y

155
156

last line
line 12
» XO
» 10
last line
line 15

,, 10
,, I0

L2 4'

) 5
O
last line

line 2

CORRIGENDA
ha!”

for

¥
1 B4
)
Xy
"
"
1

L3
b2 4
»

»

Col. 3. line 10 ,,

fo 3

line 3 from
bottom

line 15
»w I3
» I4
i 22
» I3

line 3 from
bottom

line x3
L} 7

line 3 from
bottom

line g
» 5

1

»

13

22

»

¥}

L3

1

b3 ]

»

1L

s
) NS NCY
N>y

Q.M,

Nyoll
\\{,\shv:

*40"

. :Qu- P‘L
TN
o.00| 0

i’
Nl
it

| NI
Aof

read
1
3
1 3 ]
13
¥)
- 5 ]
1
»
1)
13
1
)
b] ]

1}

»
»
»”
»
¥y

3]

N
LR

1 3]

1
"

T

1 &Y
[Ny

tamah'



CONTENTS

I. INTRODUCTORY

I

II, THE
2

3
4

. Introductory

ALPHABET
. Consonants

. Vowel Letters
. Vowel Signs. The Greek Vowels

III. PRONOUNS, &cC.

5
6

. Pronouns
. Inseparable Particles

Iv. SUBS'I.'ANTIVES AND ADJECTIVES

o,
8.

9‘
10.
II.

12.

o

Y. TILE
I4
15
16
17
18

Inflexion of the Noun

Pronominal Suffixes

Monosyllabic Nouns with Movable Vowels
Monosyllabic Nouns with Suffixes

Nouns of more than one syllable with Movable
Vowels

Nouns of more than one syllable with Suffixes

Irregular Nouns

VERB

. Modes of inflexion

. The Pe‘al, Perfect

. The Pe‘al, Imperfect and Related Parts
. The Ethpe‘el

. The Intensive Forms

I0
II

14,
17

20
20

31
35

42
45

51
54

57
62

66



Vil

19.
20.
21.
22,
24,
24.
25.
26.
27,
28.

29.

A,

0
32.

CONTENTS
The Extensive Forms
Objective Pronominal Suffixes
Weak Verbs
"2 Verbs
N7 Guttural Verbs
/"o Verbs
«"9 and o”o Verbs
"~ Verbs
o”w Verbs
Double = Verbs
/"™ and o« Verbs
Note on some Anomalous Verbs
{"™\ and "™\ Verbs with Suffixes

Nominal Stems with Vocalic Endings

Numerals

VOCABULARY
Syriac-English
English-Syriac

Index to Rules of Syntax

102
106
555

117
120

122
12§

130
144

159



